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1.  EXPERIENCE & SKILL SUMMARY 
Women Farmer Initiatives: 
 
University of Minnesota 
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture (St. Paul, MN) 
Senior Fellow, Endowed Chair for Agricultural Systems 
November 2015 – present 
•  Leading “Cultivating Women Farmer Leaders:  Addressing Rural Opportunities & 
Barriers,” a multi-tiered project to better understand and champion the role and impact of 
women farmers as leaders in all facets of agriculture by identifying and addressing 
barriers and opportunities in rural areas. 
 
Midwest Organic & Sustainable Education Service (Spring Valley, WI) 
Founder and Director, Rural Women’s Project 
January 2008 – present  
•  Founded and currently facilitate the award-winning MOSES Rural Women’s Project 
(RWP), providing women farmer support and networking. Responsible for all aspects of 
the RWP program, including budget management, marketing, outreach and follow-up 
analysis. Winner of a Top Rural Development Initiative Award from Wisconsin Rural 
Partners. 
 
•  Produced over 150 women farmer workshops (In Her Boots:  Sustainable Agriculture 
For Women, By Women), field days, tours and presentations related to women farmer 
issues reaching thousands of attendees, consistently receiving strong positive farmer 
feedback.   
 
•  Strengthened relationships between federal and state agencies and women landowners 
through Women Caring for the Land, a collaborative seven state Midwest initiative in 
partnership with WFAN and the National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
connecting land conservation opportunities with women landowners, particularly senior 
widowed women inheriting family land. 
 
•  Mobilize the voice of women in sustainable agriculture nationally by spearheading 
various collaborative initiatives:  
-- Liaison to the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) in a partnership 
effort to increase socially disadvantaged (SDA) and minority farmer group (women 
farmers) participation in the Census of Agriculture. 
-- Serve on women’s leadership planning and advisory committees positions, including 
the National Women in Sustainable Agriculture Conference organizational committee 
and Organic Valley’s WomanShare working group. 



 
Midwest Organic & Sustainable Education Service  (continued) 
•  Founded Green County Area Wisconsin Women in Sustainable Agriculture local 
networking group, which launched in 2012 via a SARE Youth Educator grant:  Soil 
Sisters: South Central Wisconsin Women in Sustainable Agriculture Food & Farm Tour.  
Now a project of the Wisconsin Farmers Union this event has grown into a regional 
tourism destination event and is the largest women farmer-led event of it’s kind in the 
country. (www.soilsisterswi.org) 
 
United States Department of Agriculture,  
National Institute of Food and Agriculture (Washington, DC) 
Panel Manager, Beginning Farmer & Rancher Development Program (BFRDP)  
2012 – 2013 
• Amplified the voice of sustainable agriculture and improved the peer-review aspect of 
the grant review process by increasing the number of beginning farmers serving on grant 
review committees.  
 
•  Enhanced the recruiting and training process for beginning farmers to serve as BFRDP 
grant reviewers, resulting in increased representation of sustainable agriculture projects in 
the final grant allocation. 
 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (Minneapolis, MN) 
Food & Society Policy Fellow, W.K. Kellogg Foundation   
Dates: 2008 - 2009  
•  Fellowship initiated an understanding and championing of women in sustainable 
agriculture with a particular focus on creating partnerships and collaborations between 
various community-based organizations, federal and state agencies and elected officials 
including constituent visits.   
 
•  Founded and orchestrated Cultivate 2012: Creating Collaborative Opportunities for 
Women in Sustainable Agriculture to Transform our Food System.  This inaugural 
national summit, hosted by The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread, brought together a 
diverse cross-section of women leaders in sustainable agriculture and the good food 
movement to dialogue and strategize on the status and future of women’s leadership.  
  
• Cultivate 2012 grew into Plate to Politics Advancing Women’s Leadership in 
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Development, a continued partnership 
program between MOSES, the Women, Food & Agriculture Network and The White 
House Project/Vote Run Lead, spearheading leadership training opportunities for women 
in sustainable agriculture.  (www.platetopolitics.org) 
 
• Collaborated with the USDA on increasing outreach and awareness of the importance of 
home gardens, including the launch of Food Independence Day, a grassroots effort in 
partnership with Kitchen Gardens International to celebrate the Fourth of July and the 
entire summer by eating food grown locally.  
 



Wisconsin Farmers Union (Chippewa Falls, WI) 
Lead organizer behind cottage food legislation expansion  
2012 to present 
•  Launched bipartisan legislation to expand cottage food law in Wisconsin, increasing 
opportunities for entrepreneurs, particularly rural entrepreneurs and farmers with no local 
commercial kitchen available, to start specific non-hazardous food businesses with 
minimal investment costs in home kitchens.   
 
•  Working in partnership with WFU, initiated a grassroots organizational effort to 
expand Wisconsin’s cottage food law beyond high acid products to also include baked 
goods, increase the gross sales cap and allow direct-to-consumer sales.   
 
•  Founded new local WFU South Central Wisconsin Chapter and serve as treasurer.   
 
 
 
Farmer Training & Resource Development: 
Renewing the Countryside (St. Paul, MN) 
Program manager & writer  
2004 to present 
•  Partner in various rural revitalization projects, including serving as lead writer for 
Renewing the Countryside:  Wisconsin, a book showcasing the positive success stories of 
rural revitalization.  Developed rural community development profiles and produced a 
manual and workshop for media training targeting farmers.   
 
•  In partnership with the Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture and Farm 
Commons, wrote the business planning and marketing chapters for a new manual 
supporting farmers in creating on-farm food businesses: Diversify Your Minnesota Farm 
Business Through Food Service:  A How-to Manual for Serving Food on Your Farm, 
from Farm-To-Table Dinners to Pizza Farms and More. 
 
 
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (Washington, DC) 
Program developer 
2009 - 2010 
•  Launched Farm & Agricultural Resources for Media (FARM), providing training and 
support to farmers to effectively tell their story to the media with the goal of amplifying 
awareness of various policy and appropriation priorities.  



2.  WRITING & SPEAKING 
 
Author:   
Soil Sisters: A Toolkit for Women Farmers Growing Great Food   
(New Society, 2016) 
The first book to support women farmers in sustainable agriculture with training, 
resources and first-hand farm start-up business advice from established female growers.   
Nominated for an INDIE Book Award in Women’s Studies. 
 
Homemade for Sale:   
How to Set-Up and Market A Food Business from Your Home Kitchen  
homemadeforsale.com (New Society, 2015)  
A national resource and roadmap for food businesses operating under “cottage food 
legislation,” state specific laws that encourage home-cooks to create and sell to the public 
specific, “non-hazardous” food items, often defined as those that are high-acid, like 
pickles, or low moisture, like bread. 
 
Farmstead Chef 
farmsteadchef.com (New Society, 2011) 
Cookbook championing the return to kitchens, featuring local, fresh seasonal recipes. 
 
ECOpreneuring: Putting Purpose and the Planet Before Profits  
ecopreneuring.biz (New Society, 2008)  
Awarded the Axiom Gold Medal for Business books.   
Part small business manifesto, part personal finance primer, ECOpreneuring is a fresh 
and dynamic approach to entrepreneurial thinking, blending passion for the planet with 
small business pragmatics and smashing the stereotype that "doing good" and "running a 
business" can't go hand in hand. 
 
Rural Renaissance: Renewing the Quest for the Good Life  
ruralrenaissance.org (New Society, 2004) 
Blending inspiration with practical how-to's, Rural Renaissance captures the American 
dream of country living for contemporary times. Rural living today is a lot more than 
farming. It's about a creative, nature-based and more self-sufficient lifestyle that combine 
a love of squash, solar energy and serendipity. 
 
National Journalist: 
Freelance writer specializing in sustainable and organic agriculture, women farmers, 
sustainability, food/recipes, rural revitalization and food entrepreneurs. 
Key clients include: 
Hobby Farms  (Wrote weekly Farmstead Chef blog; Buying the Farm columnist) 
Urban Farm 
Mother Earth News 
Natural Awakenings 
Edible Madison 
Organic Broadcaster



Public Speaking: 
A member of EcoSpeakers and American Entertainment Speakers International (AEI), 
Lisa has given numerous talks at venues such as the Mother Earth News Fairs, National 
Farmers Union Women’s Conference, National Women in Sustainable Agriculture 
Conference, National Women in Agriculture Educator’s Conference, National Restaurant 
Show, Midwest Renewable Energy Fair, National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition 
Annual Meeting, MOSES Organic Farming Conference, Green Festivals, International 
Ecotourism Conference, Wisconsin Library Conference, Midwest Environmental 
Educators Conference, Penn State Green Design Conference. 
 
 
3. AGRITOURISM & FARM OPERATOR 
Inn Serendipity B&B and Farm (Browntown, WI) 
Co-founder and co-owner 
1997 to present  
•  Operate a family-run, small, diversified vegetable farm and farmstay bed & breakfast 
operation, completely powered by renewable energy (wind and sun) and operated as a 
carbon negative business.  
 
•   The Inn is recognized as one of the "Top 10 Eco-destinations in North America," 
selected by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as one of 13 national 
ENERGY STAR Small Business Network Award recipients, designated a "5 Green 
Stars" eco-hotel by Eco Hotels of the World, and certified by Travel Green Wisconsin 
and Green Routes. Inn Serendipity has been featured in ABC News, MSNBC, USA 
Today, Associated Press, Vegetarian Times, Conde Nast Traveler and other media.   
 
•  Lisa uses vegetables from Inn Serendipity to produce various high-acid value-added 
items under Wisconsin’s cottage food law including sauerkraut, shrub and pickled 
vegetables. 
 
 
4.  LOCAL CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & RURAL LEADERSHIP 
•  2014:  Organizing the first Monroe Area Holiday Farmers’ Market, a new event 
promoting local food purchasing for Thanksgiving and holiday gifts in partnership with 
the Churches’ Center for Land & People (CCLP). 
 
•  2010:  Initiated Wisconsin Humanities funding to launch a community picnic 
discussion series:  Stirring the Pot:  Dialogue, Discussion & Dinner in the Dairyland 
 
•  2010 to present:  Founding member of Transition Green County, a Transition Town 
initiative to create grassroots movement recreating local communities for a post-peak oil 
economy. 
 
5.  FORMAL EDUCATION 
B.S. Northwestern University, 1989.  Major:  Communication Studies   Minor:  
Economics/Political Science 


